Pulmonary artery catheter deviation on chest roentgenogram after cardiac operation: a sign of tamponade.
Tamponade after cardiac operations often does not manifest the classic clinical or even echocardiographic features of tamponade and may therefore be difficult to diagnose. We present 3 patients with cardiac tamponade in the early postoperative period in whom portable chest roentgenogram revealed marked leftward pulmonary artery catheter displacement at the level of the right atrium and superior vena cava due to adjacent hematoma. Awareness of this radiographic finding may allow immediate triage to a life-saving reoperation, obviating the need for further imaging or diagnostic delay.